
 

 

  
  
 

The flowcharts below set out a process to go through in order to establish whether preparing 
a neighbourhood plan is the best option, or whether alternatives such as influencing the Local 
plan would be more effective to achieve what is required. 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is a Neighbourhood Plan the Best Option? 
Area Description 

Issues relate to use and 
development of land 

Check if covered by  
Local Plan 

Yes and fine 

Yes, but don’t  
agree 

 

No, or not in 
enough detail 

Rely on Local 
Plan policy 

Influence Local  
Plan 

Would you like to 
formulate planning 

policies for your area with 
same weight as the Local 

Plan? 

No Yes 

Prepare Parish / 
Community Plan 

Prepare 
Neighbourhood 

Plan 



 

 
Issues relate to specific 

sites or types of 
development only 

Would like to prevent 
or change proposed 

development 

Would like to promote 
development 

Landowner of specific 
site 

Not landowner 

Comment on  
Planning application or 

relevant Local Plan 
policy 

Submit application 
and/or put site forward 

for SHLAA or later 
document 

Neighbourhood 
Development Order for 

specific type of 
development 

 

Community Right to 
Build 

Issues relate to design 
and appearance of 

buildings only 

Other issues not 
relating to the use or 
development of land 

Village Design 
Statement 

Parish or Community 
Plan or discuss with 

CWAC or other bodies 


