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1. INTRODUCTION 
To be effective, the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan must be deliverable and able to be 
monitored.  There are two areas that need to be considered: 
 
• the delivery of the policies in the Plan itself, and monitoring how this is going; and 
• the delivery of infrastructure and initiatives associated with development within the 

Neighbourhood Plan area. 
 
This document sets out the Delivery Strategy that supports the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan.  
It is a live document that will be updated through the Plan period. 
 
Who is responsible? 
Neighbourhood Plans are a new type of planning document.  At the time of writing, only one 
Neighbourhood Plan has been adopted in England. There are therefore no ‘standard’ models 
as to how a Neighbourhood Plan should address issues of delivery and monitoring and who is 
responsible for delivery and monitoring. 
 
Whilst Neighbourhood Plans are produced by local people, they will be used by the local 
authority.  For Winsford, this means that Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWACC) will 
use  the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Development Plan .  The Winsford 
Neighbourhood Plan will therefore have the same legal planning status as other CWACC 
planning documents. 
 
This is a draft document and will be the subject of further discussions with CWACC and public 
consultation with local people and other interested parties.  At this stage, this document 
assumes that: 
 
• CWACC is responsible for monitoring the more ‘strategic’ policies in the Plan (such as 

the number of new houses); 
• CWACC takes the lead on negotiations with developers on infrastructure provision and 

financial contributions on planning applications as far as possible at this stage; and 
• Winsford Town Council is responsible for coordinating local initiatives such as liaising 

with businesses. 
 
 
2. DELIVERY 
Ensuring the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan is deliverable has involved: 
 
• making sure that sites identified for development are capable of being brought forward 

within the lifetime of the Plan; 
• ensuring that infrastructure requirements are identified; and 
• setting out a delivery table, with actions and outcomes in relation to the Neighbourhood 

Plan policies. 
 
Development Sites 
Most of the sites allocated for residential development have been the subject of a process of 
review by CWACC’s  Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).  All of the 
sites allocated for residential in the Neighbourhood Plan have been reviewed by the 
consultant team as part of the neighbourhood planning process.  This review has included: 
 
• appraisal of technical site constraints material; and 
• discussions with key landowners. 
 
This review has helped to establish that the allocated sites are suitable and likely to be 
delivered within the Plan period. 
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Infrastructure Requirements 
CWACC’s Local Plan is being developed at the same time as the Winsford Neighbourhood 
Plan.  Part of the process of developing the Local Plan involves identifying the infrastructure 
that will be required to support the new residential and employment development throughout 
the District. 
 
The Winsford Neighbourhood Plan has started the process of identifying local infrastructure 
that will be required for the town as a result of the new development.  These infrastructure 
requirements are set out in the infrastructure schedule in Appendix A of this Delivery Strategy. 
There are some areas that require ongoing consultation and further investigation with 
infrastructure providers by CWACC.  This is to be expected from a ‘live’ document, and 
requirements in the Delivery Strategy will be updated by CWACC and Winsford Town Council 
during the Plan period. 
 
Infrastructure, facilities and services directly required by new development will be expected to 
be funded by the developer.  New development will give rise to additional demands on 
infrastructure that are best met through financial contribution towards off-site provision.  This 
will be negotiated by CWACC via S106 contributions or the forthcoming Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 
 
Once CIL is introduced on site infrastructure and affordable housing will still be secured 
through Section 106 agreements.    Off site requirements will be funded through CIL.  Under 
CIL, contributions will be levied on all new homes at a standard rate and will be pooled for 
future use.  The levy will not specify how the money is to be used. The Town Council will work 
with CWACC to prioritise and secure the provision of infrastructure projects as money 
becomes available.  As CIL is a new procedure yet to be implemented the full details of the 
charging schedule and the future distribution of CIL funds is not yet known. 
 
The infrastructure schedule sets out requirements in relation to three types of infrastructure: 
 
• Physical infrastructure: transportation networks, water, drainage, waste management, 

sewage treatment and utility services. 
• Social infrastructure: education, health facilities, social services, emergency services 

and other community facilities such as libraries and cemeteries. 
• Green infrastructure: parks, allotments, footpaths, play areas and natural and amenity 

green space. 
 
We recognise that some infrastructure types such as essential utility infrastructure, schools 
etc are critical or necessary to ensuring that sufficient services are available to meet the 
needs of existing and future residents. Other infrastructure categories are more directly 
related to quality of life and biodiversity enhancement. We also recognise that - whilst we may 
wish to secure the delivery of all infrastructure items - prioritisation may be required, 
particularly at the development management stage on applications to reflect development 
viability, availability of public sector funding sources and service priorities at that time. 
 
In light of this, the Delivery Plan has adopted a categorisation for each infrastructure item, to 
reflect its importance to the delivery of the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan in terms of 
the level of risk it poses to the Plan. The categories used are set out overleaf. 
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Risk to the Winsford 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Definition 
 

Critical The identified infrastructure is critical, without which development 
cannot  commence. 
e.g. transport/utility infrastructure 
 

Necessary The identified infrastructure is necessary to support new 
development, but the precise timing and phasing is less critical and 
development can commence ahead of its provision. 
e.g. schools/primary health care 
 

Preferred The delivery of the identified infrastructure is preferred in order to 
build sustainable communities. Timing and phasing is not critical 
over the plan period. 
e.g. green infrastructure, youth provision. 
 

 
 
It is important to note that the infrastructure schedule is not exhaustive as future monitoring of 
the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan and CWACC’s Local Plan and subsequent DPDs may 
highlight further needs within Winsford that will require investment. 
 
The infrastructure requirements set out in the infrastructure schedule are made without 
prejudice to any formal conclusions that the infrastructure providers may later reach, for 
example, in relation to changes in service delivery, funding and infrastructure requirements. 
Needs and detailed requirements will continue to evolve during the lifetime of the Winsford 
Neighbourhood Plan, CWACC’s Local Plan and subsequent DPDs. As a result the 
infrastructure requirements and delivery of projects will be reviewed over the Plan period. 
 
Delivery Strategy 
The delivery strategy set out overleaf relates to the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan’s seven 
‘Key Themes’ and the objectives and policies that aim to secure the Key Themes.  For each 
Key Theme: 
 
• the set of objectives that support the Key Theme is set out; 
• these objectives are supported by policies, for which actions (which include the delivery 

mechanism, where relevant) are set out along with the intended outcome; and 
• a lead organisation and key partners are identified in relation to each action. 
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